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II t’s a reporter’s worst nightmare to have a tape recorder
go dead during an interview. What’s worse is looking
down at the little device just to notice the cassette

wheels have ceased spinning and you don’t know how long ago
it died.

I looked to Teton County Commissioner Jim Darwiche with
horrified eyes. I tell him the dilemma. An hour’s worth of
questions and answers lost forever. I was sweating and he did-
n’t even blink. He seemed neither worried nor concerned
about having to repeat himself. A do-over was the only option
– for both of us. 

Some people in his position may have said, “Tough luck,
babe.” What does Jim do? He says, in his Lebanese accent, “I
go find you batteries.” He returns 10 minutes later with a new
package of AAs. I was relieved.

One thing about Jim is that he wants to be heard. He wants
people to understand where he’s coming from, even if he goes
off on tangents and rants. He’s not afraid to speak in front of
people, even if his English is less than perfect.

Some may say, his talking and pontificating are his style of
politicking.

Although Jim’s not running for office – in fact he’s just
halfway through his first term as county commissioner – the
Planet thought now is as good a time as any to find out what’s
going on in the world of Jim Darwiche - the county commis-
sioner who’s been known to raise his voice in public meetings
to county employees and who sometimes even pounds a hand
on the table to make a point.

Hardly a meeting goes by when Darwiche isn’t scratching his
head about why the county received only one bid on a project.
How can the county know if it is getting the best, most com-
petitive deal, when there’s only one bid, Darwiche asks. He’s
also known for questioning the budgets of the public health and
parks and recreation departments.

He’s outlined a five-year trend of spending in county gov-
ernment where the gap between revenues and spending con-
tinues to widen. He questions what’s going on with that and
gets frustrated with the responses. What else is on Jim’s mind?
Lots. Read on.

•
Planet Jackson Hole: Where were you born and raised?
Jim Darwiche: I was born in Lebanon and raised in

Lebanon until I was 18 years old. After that I came to
California and I went to school and studied aeronautical engi-
neering and graduated in 1974. I went back to Lebanon to
work, and a civil war was going on so I left and came back to
the States. A couple years later, in 1977, I came to Jackson. I
did leave for three and a half years to work for the Boeing
company in Seattle. I kept my business here, though. At that
time it was Crazy Horse Indian jewelry, and I had a little place
in the back called Hot Dogs and Hoagies. For 27 years I’ve
owned businesses in Jackson.

PJH: What has been your toughest challenge as a county
commissioner to date?

JD: My toughest challenge has been how long things take
to get done in a government. I mean, the simplest things to do
take forever sometimes. Just like the crosswalk in Wilson. I
started on that a year and maybe two months ago. I started
having doubts – why they don’t want to do it? It was approved
by WYDOT. I got that approval. It was budgeted by the com-
mission. All it takes is to come and put in a crosswalk, and it
took a year and two months to do that. A lot of hoops to
jump. Some people are professionals and know exactly how to
get things done. People who understand government know
how to get things done, so a new commissioner may not do
what he wants to do or wishes to do. You fight your fights and
you make your noise and you go for it.

PJH: What do you like about being county commissioner?
JD: What I like about being county commission is the peo-

ple that you serve. It’s trust that people have put in you. It
gives you that feeling that no matter what you do, you’re not
doing enough – so you go through your work with so much
enthusiasm and energy. I start my day at 4 o’clock in the morn-
ing, and by the time it comes to the afternoon, I’m drained.
And I love every little bit of it. And tomorrow is another day.

Jim
Darwiche

Doing what comes
naturally

by Melissa
Davidson
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Continued on next page ...

I start my day at 
4 o’clock in the morn-
ing, and by the time it
comes to the afternoon,
I’m drained. And I love
every little bit of it. And
tomorrow is another day.

— Jim Darwiche
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PJH:What do you dislike about
being a county commissioner?

JD: What I dislike is the politics
that gets played behind doors.

PJH:What do you mean, Jim?
JD: It’s obvious things come to you

and sometimes you wonder where this
proposal or project came from. You
wonder how did it come here and
why? And sometimes you don’t know.
You just have to sit back and make the
best decision and let it be. You wish
you knew all the factors and you knew
what happened before to get it here.
You just make the best decision you
can. It’s government agenda. And how
did this agenda get there? And why?
It’s anybody’s guess. 

PJH: Do you consider yourself to be
a controversial county commissioner?

JD: No, I don’t think I’m contro-
versial. I’m the type of a guy who says
if I’m wrong the whole world may be
wrong. [Laughs.] I have a responsibili-
ty to do: To learn as much as I can
about an issue and take an honest and fair posi-
tion. I’m not there to be nice to anyone or be
mean to anyone. I’m going to do my job the best
I can do. Hopefully, in the process I don’t hurt
people’s feelings. I want to do what’s right for
the people who elected me.

PJH:You’re the kind of county commissioner
up there who speaks more from the heart and
tends to go on your intuition, and in the
process, sometimes, you tend to raise your voice.

JD: It’s really more than intuition. I do
depend on my intuition, but it’s usually the feel-
ing that comes to my mind and I think it over.
Do I respond fast? Yes I do. The people deserve
that. The people deserve an honest person, to
feel how they feel and express that feeling. And
I do that and I’m proud that I’m trusted from
the people to do that and I hope I do a good job.

PJH: Do you think other people think you’re
controversial?

JD: I really don’t know what they think, and
to be honest with you it doesn’t make any differ-
ence to me. Tomorrow’s another day and I will
do what I think is right. If I know something
will benefit the public, I know you have to
choose your battles.

PJH: What do you consider to be your best
trait as a county commissioner?

JD: I’m good with numbers. I’m very good
with understanding people. I lived in two differ-
ent countries. I can envision the future, I can
feel the motives of individuals. I think my best
strength is I do listen and I try to be fair. I don’t
owe anything to anybody except to the people
of Teton County.

PJH: Do you think SRA’s resort plan is going
to hurt business in the Town of Jackson? 

JD: It’s going to affect development. It’s a
breather for the real estate people and the
investors, which means the town will be delayed

for any development. Would it hurt business?
Definitely, if you talk about hotels and motels.
We don’t have the type of hotels and motels to
match the type of customers at the Village, so
that’s going to be natural for people to stay at
the Village. If the Village’s attitude is like a
cruise ship, a resort super mall, and people aren’t
going to share that with the rest of the county, I
don’t think that’s good. But I think that will be
adjusted. People in business are creative and will
do things (in town) to pull people off that ship.

If town and Village are both going to be suc-
cessful, my biggest worry isn’t short-term but
long-term: How are we going to handle the
tourists and the traffic? As far as my retail busi-
ness [A Touch of Class at 10 W. Broadway], I
think I’ll do terrific because people will always
buy a gift.

Saffa and Jim Darwiche at their East Broadway store A Touch of Class.

Darwich continued ...
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Bronze Sculpture                 by Edward Fraughton

Number 5 of 50, the piece was purchased from a
gallery in 1980. Since purchase it has been displayed
and protected in a glass and oak case (also for pur-
chase). Sculpture dimensions: 10” height, 30” length
and 10” width. The most recent appraisal of the
piece in May 2004 was of $29,000. The piece is in
excellent condition and would be a tremendous
addition to any collection, business or home.

For more info on the artist and the piece,
plesease visit www.edfraughton.com or

call Jess Hayes at 208-529-8177

“Wells Fargo Stagecoach”

guitarsand accessories
+LOTS OF USED ACOUSTIC &

ELECTRIC GUITARS AND
AMPLIFIERS FROM $40

NO INTEREST LAYAWAY!

733-3328
265 East Broadway
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How do you

know if you’re

an alcoholic?
Want more information:

Call us at The Curran-Seeley Foundation
professional ~ confidential ~ experienced

alcohol now needed just to steady one-
self in order to meet daily obligations
and fight off withdrawal symptoms

307~733~3908

Regular morning use

ABSENTEE BALLOTS FOR THE GENERAL ELECTION, NOVEMBER 2,
2004, WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE TETON COUNTY CLERK’S ELEC-
TION OFFICE ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2004.  YOU MAY
COME IN AND CAST YOUR BALLOT MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY,
BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 8:00 A.M. AND 5:00 P.M. THROUGH
NOVEMBER 1, 2004, OR YOU MAY CALL AND HAVE A
BALLOT MAILED TO YOU.  BALLOTS WILL NOT BE MAILED OUT
AFTER OCTOBER 25, 2004.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 733-7733
snethercott@tetonwyo.org or kschallenber@tetonwyo.org

A B S E N T E E  B A L L O T  N O T I C E

JACKSON’S BEST KEPT SECRET

Come enjoy our
amazing view with

plenty of outside seating

2820 Rungius Road • (307) 733-8649 • Plenty of Parking
Open daily from 10 am - 5 pm, serving lunch from 11 am - 3 pm. 

Closed Sundays from April 11 through May 23
Exclusive Caterers of the National Museum of Wildlife Art

at the NATIONAL MUSEUM
of WILDLIFE ART

On the spot
Jim Darwiche’s fellow commissioners

weren’t thrilled with me asking them to
judge his performance. Some of them
balked, in fact.

“That’s really a terrible thing to ask,”
said John Carney.

“I can’t respond to that,” Andy
Schwartz said.

Commissioner Bill Paddleford out
right refused to say anything at first.
Larry Jorgenson paused for a minute
before asking, “What do I think of Jim?”

What gives, gentlemen? I realize ask-
ing people who
work together
about one of
their co-work-
ers puts every-
one in a tough
position, but
this is an elect-
ed position, and
since I was
writing a story
on Jim, I want-
ed to know
what his fellow
commissioners
would say. I bet
others do, too. 

After
Schwartz made
me feel guilty
for asking what
he thought of
Darwiche, he
laughed. “He’s really handy with his lap
top.” That’s true: Darwiche does not
come to a meeting without his lap top.
It’s open and ready for use at any time
during a meeting.

In a serious moment, Schwartz added,
“Jimmy’s out there truly trying to repre-
sent the community and do what he
thinks is best. He works very hard and
represents his view of what the commu-
nity needs.”

In another less serious moment,
Schwartz said, “I truly think it’s weird

you’re asking this. We all have to work
with each other.”

Jorgenson seemed the least perturbed
with the question: “Jim is extremely con-
scientious and thorough. He works as hard
on pending matters as any of us do, if not
more than some. He has an extremely
generous heart and he really, really cares
about the valley and its people.

“I think he faces some communication
problems,” Jorgenson continued, “lan-
guage-type problems which can be frus-
trating for himself and for us.” Paddleford
said “nobody said it would be easy” when

three new commis-
sioners joined the
force two years ago.
He and Schwartz were
already established and
knew the ropes.

“We’ve had prob-
lems but they’ve been
getting worked out,”
Paddleford said. “Jim is
very conscientious
about his job and I
think he tries very
hard. I think he repre-
sents a good segment
of the community.”

The thing that’s dif-
ficult is the average
citizen probably does-
n’t have a clue how
any of the county com-
missioners work, said
John Carney. With

that being said, Carney said he tries to
act as a good sounding board for Jim and
tries to be patient with him, even if he
does tend to ramble at times.

“I get a little frustrated when he pon-
tificates,” Carney said. “But I think he’s
very passionate and cares very deeply
about the county and his job. He devotes
himself to it.”

Carney said he also lauds the fact that
Jim “isn’t looking for approval from fel-
low commissioners.”

— Melissa Davidson

age ...

“I think he
faces some
communica-

tion problems,
language-type

problems
which can be
frustrating for
himself and

for us.”
— Larry Jorgenson

Got some dirt? 

Sit next to me and

let’s talk.
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